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(Rainer Krauß, First Mayor) 

FIRST PUBLISHED IN PRINT IN THE “DORFSPIEGEL DER SEEGEMEINDE NONNENHORN 

UND WASSERBURG“ (01/2024, p. 26) 

Public Announcement - Prof Dr Klemens Joos becomes honorary citizen of Nonnenhorn 

At its meeting on 27 November 2023, the municipal council Nonnenhorn unanimously decided to 

award Prof Dr Klemens Joos the honorary citizenship of the municipality Nonnenhorn. 

Prof Dr Klemens Joos was born on 20 April 1969 in Nonnenhorn into the long-established 

carpenter family Joos and grew up in the village. His studies of business economics at the Ludwig 

Maximilian University led the future entrepreneur and honorary professor at the Technical 

University Munich to Munich. To this day, he lives there with his family but also has a frequently 

used second residence in Nonnenhorn. 

Prof Joos is grandson of the former long-serving 1st mayor of the municipality Nonnenhorn Karl 

Joos (*1907; +2001). Karl Joos served as 1st mayor from the first free elections of the post-war 

period in 1946 until 1960, and then as 2nd mayor for a further six years. 

Prof. Joos is holder of the Bavarian Order of Merit, which is limited by law to a maximum of 2,000 

living recipients. 

Due to his long-standing personal connection with the citizens and institutions in Nonnehorn, Prof 

Joos has supported the kindergarten and primary school friends’ associations, the Nonnenhorn 

fire brigade and the “Helfer vor Ort” (“local helpers”) with donations and fundraising campaigns. 

Among other things, this made it possible to purchase the first emergency vehicle for the “Helfer 

vor Ort”. 

In 2017, Prof Joos took over the local carpentry business Joos and restructured it as Joos Holzbau 

GmbH in order to continue it as a craft business and as the only local carpentry business in 

Nonnenhorn in the long term, even without family carpentry apprentices. In this context, Prof Joos 

also acquired a family-owned commercial property in the Bahnhofstraße industrial estate and 

relocated the carpentry business there in its entirety, involving a substantial investment. This led to 

the upgrade of the Seestraße area, which is characterised by residential development, as a 

residential area and at the same time preserved a traditional business in town. With these 

measures, Prof Joos has made important contributions to improving the economic and ecological 

sustainability in Nonnenhorn. 

With regard to the acquisition of agricultural land in the Längenberg area, Prof Joos reached an 

agreement with the municipality of Nonnenhorn in 2018 that the municipality could acquire half of 

the co-ownership in order to preserve areas for the local economy after the planned conversion 

into a commercial area. Together, the partners successfully completed the transformation. After it 

became apparent at the start of the marketing process that the demand for space from 

Nonnenhorn’s economy was greater than assumed by the municipality, Prof Joos agreed in 2023 

to make his own commercial space available to meet the municipality’s needs, contrary to his 

personal business plans. The purchase agreement to acquire the land was concluded in 

November 2023. Here, Prof Dr Joos has made extensive financial concessions to the municipality.  
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In 2020, Prof. Joos acquired the site of the protected heritage building and former Hotel Seewirt on 

Seestraße. The underlying purchase agreements were structured in such a way that the 

municipality Nonnenhorn was able to economically exercise its purchase option on the southern 

part of the site, for which around EUR 700,000 were lacking. Without this major concession from 

Prof Joos, the land purchase would not have been possible without further ado. As a result, the 

municipality was able to quickly and smoothly acquire the southern part of the site, enabling it to 

be converted into a public park that is directly located on the lake with a gastronomic offer for 

locals and visitors. In addition, the "STEDI" car park rights, which originally belonged to the 

northern part, were allocated to the southern part. The newly created area is now a popular 

meeting place with a high-quality atmosphere in the heart of the village and will also be available 

to future generations as an open access to the lake. 

Prof Dr Klemens Joos has played an outstanding role in shaping the social, ecological and 

economic development of Nonnenhorn and the creation of a liveable townscape in a variety of 

ways. He has made a lasting contribution to Nonnenhorn. 
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Full article available at: Nonnenhorn: Gemeinderat wählt Klemens Joos 

einstimmig zum Ehrenbürger (schwaebische.de) 

https://www.schwaebische.de/regional/lindau/nonnenhorn/nonnenhorn-mach-klemens-joos-zum-ehrenbuerger-und-hat-dafuer-viele-gruende-2169376
https://www.schwaebische.de/regional/lindau/nonnenhorn/nonnenhorn-mach-klemens-joos-zum-ehrenbuerger-und-hat-dafuer-viele-gruende-2169376
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