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The original article in the German newspaper “Die Welt” (July 02, 2016),  

supplement Jewish Voice from Germany (page 6) 

 
 

 
 
Translation: 
 

Guide to the European Union 
Landmark book examines how political decisions come about 
 
The shock waves Brexit triggered in the European Union, indeed worldwide, make one thing especially 
clear: The EU plays a crucial role in the global economy, but it has to change and improve so 
Eurosceptics do not gain even more ground. It must succeed in continuously improving itself and in 
winning over people to the European idea of freedom, peace, stability and prosperity and retaining 
their commitment to these ideals. Enthusiasm is also gained through trust. And that means the 
decisions taken by the Community and its representatives – decisions that significantly impact the 
lives of more than 500 million citizens – must be more transparent. After all: “Politics isn’t a ‘given’, but 
rather the result of a process of active participation,” Klemens Joos says. 
Infused by this belief, Joos has written a book that sheds light on the alleged black box of decision-
making in Brussels. Convincing Political Stakeholders (Wiley, 2016), is a standard work that explains 
the mechanisms of the EU and shows how the vital interests of individuals, companies, associations 
and organisations can be ideally placed, presented and ultimately safeguarded and achieved. 
Joos, who once toyed with the thought of becoming a professional politician, views himself as an EU 
expert. More than that: he is passionate about the European idea. Joos holds a doctorate in business 
administration and lectures at Ludwig-Maximilians-University in Munich. He knows inside out how the 
European Union works and reaches decisions as he has worked in Brussels and Strasbourg since 
1990. Joos recounts: “It was clear to me very early on that an entity like the EU calls for completely 
new methods of representing interests than in a nation state.” 
Moreover, the EU has changed fundamentally over the past quarter of a century: Since the Maastricht 
Treaty came into force in 1993, the number of members has increased from twelve to its current 
number of (for the time being) twenty-eight. Nineteen of them share a common currency, the euro. 
Twenty-two countries abide by the Schengen Agreement and have abolished internal borders. The 
signing of the Treaty of Lisbon in 2009 laid the foundation for transforming the association of nations 
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into the United States of Europe. In just twenty-five years, says Joos, “the former soap box cart has 
become a Formula-1 racing car.” 
Yet things are moving too slowly for some. These individuals complain that Brussels blocks urgently 
needed decisions and reforms with red tape and bloated decision-making processes. They include the 
now-resigned UK Prime Minister David Cameron and the majority of his compatriots. Joos views that 
differently: “If you look across the Atlantic, you will find that only after a revolution, war and almost a 
century had passed did the United States of America first live up to its name and became a true reality 
as practised in real life. Yet we in the EU are just in our infancy.” 
Taking an interdisciplinary approach in Convincing Political Stakeholders, Joos highlights the complex 
challenges and requirements for successful lobbying in the European Union. Lobbying that must 
always keep its sights on sustainability and the common interest. On the more than five hundred 
pages, the author reveals what innovative methods and their practical implementation lead to the 
desired success. Joos comes to the conclusion that the key to success lies in the intermeshing of 
content-related and process-related competence. That enables complex decision-making processes to 
be accompanied in the best possible way. 
 
Quote in German article: “Politics is the result of a process of active participation” 
 
Joos argues: “There is no longer one single decision-maker … Process competence makes it possible 
to regain the freedom of action lost due to the complexity of the many different, parallel processes and 
the large number of players and decision-makers.” 
Joos is a theoretician while at the same time a practitioner: He provides practical examples as a guide 
to illustrate his hypotheses and conclusions. Political science concepts and theories, special legal 
issues and case studies round out the presentation, while numerous charts and formulae illustrate the 
decision-making processes and procedures. An extensive bibliography rounds out the scientifically 
sound, vividly written and readable study. Transparency in the best sense of the word has produced a 
guide that can serve as a compendium for years to come. 
“In the EU of the [still] twenty-eight member states, the empowered European Parliament, the 
increasingly political European Commission and the power-conscious Council of heads of state and 
government, only those succeed who put forward their requests at all levels, with all decision-makers 
at the right time and in the right way,” Joos states. So things actually reflect real life in the European 
Union – that also has to be communicated to EU citizens to avoid misadventures with unforeseeable 
consequences such as in England. 
European Parliament President Martin Schulz has set himself the objective of “opening the doors and 
windows of the house that’s Europe so people can look in and understand what happens inside – who 
does what, when, where and why" because "only then can we regain the trust we’ve lost.” Joos’ book 
makes an important contribution toward achieving that. 
 


