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Despite the situation beeing dramatic due to Corona: Brexit-Boris will risk the hard EU exit 

(Dr Klemens Joos, EU-Expert and LMU-Lecturer) 

 

FIRST PUBLISHED ONLINE IN “FOCUS ONLINE” (19.05.2020) 

EU Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan had already suspected it before the start of the latest round of talks 

between Brussels and London on a comprehensive trade agreement: „There is no real sign that our Brit-

ish friends are approaching the negotiations with a plan to succeed.“ As it turned out, his prediction was 

right. 

The implications of this have been emphasized by German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas. If the British Govern-

ment continues to reject an extension of the negotiations beyond the deadline of 31 December 2020, then, ac-

cording to Maas, “we will have to cope with Brexit as well as coronavirus”. With this, he is referring to a hard Brex-

it, which would overnight put the United Kingdom and the European Union in a state of completely unregulated 

contractual relations.  

The longer one watches Boris Johnson govern on the Brexit issue, the more one gets the impression that the Brit-

ish Prime Minister is outright intent on his country's unregulated withdrawal from the EU. The British already did 

not adhere to the existing transitional agreement, according to the criticism of the European Parliament. This says 

a lot about their interest in a new, comprehensive agreement. In fact, the government in London does not want a 

large-scale treaty, but many individual agreements, as the Vice-President of the European Parliament Katarina 

Barley (SPD) criticises. 
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This all sounds a little crazy, but it is only logical. Because Johnson and his Brexiteers' declared aim in leaving 

the EU is to regain full sovereignty for their country. In many areas, however, the trade and partnership agree-

ment sought by Brussels amounts to London continuing to recognise EU legal norms and standards. This would 

not be compatible with the aspired full sovereignty. This is why I have also predicted several times on Focus 

Online as early as 2019 that in the end there will be a hard Brexit or no Brexit, i.e. that the UK will remain in the 

EU. 

Entry in the history book - using Brexit 

Basically, the British are only interested in unimpeded access to the EU Single Market. Brussels can only grant 

this if the UK continues to comply with key EU laws and standards. One cannot enjoy the benefits of a club mem-

bership without paying the fee like everyone else. Boris Johnson is more than aware of this. He has therefore 

created the impression that he is heading for a negotiated solution only as long as he needed it to get Brexit 

through the British Parliament and win the support of the public. 

Now his only concern is to get Brexit done by the end of the year - whatever it takes. He does therefore not wel-

come lengthy negotiations on a contractually cushioned EU withdrawal, and certainly not their continuation next 

year. The man in 10 Downing Street wants to become a historic Prime Minister, comparable to Margret Thatcher 

or Winston Churchill. To achieve this, he wants to use Brexit to secure himself an entry in the history books. 

The impact of corona weighs heavily  

While in January it still seemed that nobody could stop the British Prime Minister, Covid-19 has emerged as prob-

ably his most dangerous opponent to date. This is due to two reasons: 

1. Boris Johnson made dramatic misjudgements at the beginning of the pandemic, downplaying the dangers 

until he himself almost died of the new virus. Moreover, his government did not exactly stand out for its 

particularly professional management. It took revenge that the prime minister had chosen his ministers 

primarily according to their degree of enthusiasm for Brexit rather than their professionalism. Since then, 

doubts have been growing even within his own party as to whether a second Churchill is working in 

Downing Street 10, or rather a second Chamberlain (Neville Chamberlain, predecessor of Churchill, who 

historically failed to conclude a peace treaty with Hitler in Munich in 1938) 

2. Boris Johnson has sold the withdrawal from the EU to the British as a liberation blow, which would be 

followed by the country's rise to its former economic strength. However, today the impact of corona weigh 

heavily on the country - with unforeseeable consequences for the economy and prosperity. Is it really jus-

tifiable to inflict an additional Brexit shock on the country and its citizens at the turn of the year? 

Will the conservatives follow the adventure? 

     The further course of action is therefore very clear: Under no circumstances will the Johnson administration re-

quest an extension of negotiations with the EU until the end of June. Anything else would be tantamount to sur-

render; Boris Johnson would be facing resignation. The actually exciting phase, however, will not arrive until 

weeks before the actual withdrawal from the EU. In highly complex situations, the logic of content is subordinated 

to the procedural logic at the end of the decision-making process. The EU and its Member States are so closely 

intertwined economically and politically that the choice of hard Brexit, exacerbated by the consequences of the 

corona-crisis, could lead to unpredictable economic and social disruption in the UK. 

Against this background, the question arises as to whether the British, and especially the Conservatives - shaken 

by the consequences of the pandemic and in the knowledge that the secession of Scotland and Northern Ireland 

from the United Kingdom is imminent - will follow Boris Johnson into the adventure of a hard Brexit at the end of 

the year. 

Even if enormous potential for frustration and disappointment about the British has accumulated on the EU side, 

there can be no doubt that Brussels would also hear a last-minute appeal from London for a continuation of the 

negotiations. After all, no one wants to take responsibility for the fact that the EU is shrinking for the first time in 

its history. 

My prognosis: A withdrawal on the basis of a contractual agreement on future relations is not possible for the pro-
cedural reasons described above. Boris Johnson will carry out the hard Brexit - if he is allowed to do so! 


